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AGAINST 


WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 





SOME REASONS. 


Because women already have the municipal vote, and are eligible for 


membership of most local authorities. These bodies deal with questions 
of housing, education, care of children, workhouses, and so forth, all 
of which are peculiarly within a woman’s sphere. Parliament, however, 
has to deal mainly with the administration of a vast Empire, the 
maintenance of the Army and Navy, and with questions of peace and 
war, which lie outside the legitimate sphere of woman's influence. 


Because women are not capable of full citizenship, for the simple reason 


that they are not available for purposes of national and Imperial 
defence. No civilized nation would ever place its women in the 
firing line. 


Because all government rests ultimately on force, to which women, owing 


to physical, moral, and social reasons, are not capable of contributing. 


Because the practical difficulties in the way of Woman Suffrage are 


insuperable. Adult manhood suffrage is likely to be established, and 
if all women are likewise to be enfranchised, the country and an 
Empire consisting of 400,000,000 people would be governed by an 
electorate in which the women would be ina large majority. Any 
restricted franchise, however, would tend to exclude those women who 
assume the responsibilities of wifehood and motherhood, and to admit 
large classes of women whom it is least desirable to endow with 
political power. 


Because there is little doubt that the vast majority of women have no 


desire for the vote, and are by nature, and not simply by want of 
opportunity, devoid of any direct interest in the larger questions of 
national and Imperial politics. 


Because the acquirement of the Parliamentary vote would logically involve 
admission to Parliament itself, and to all Governmental offices. It is 
scarcely possible to imagine a woman being Minister for War, and yet 
the principles of the Suffragettes imvolve that and many similar 
absurdities. 


Because the United Kingdom is not an isolated state, but the administra- 
tive and governing centre of a system of colonies and also of 
dependencies, including a vast Indian Empire, which we hold directly 
by force of arms. The effect of introducing a large female element 
into the Imperial electorate would undoubtedly be to weaken the 
centre of power in the eyes of these dependent millions. 


Because past legislation in Parliament shows that the interests of women 
are perfectly safe in the hands of men. Experience shows that in 
industrial and social matters a woman generally obtains more 
sympathy from the masculine than from her own sex. 


Because Woman Suffrage is based on the idea of the equality of sexes, 
and tends to establish those competitive relations which will destroy 
chivalrous consideration for women as the weaker sex, and will injure 
women without conferring any compensation. 


Because women have at present a vast indirect influence through their 
men folk on the politics of this country, an influence which they 
would sacrifice for the sake of an impossible ideal of equality. 


Because the physical nature of women unfits them for direct competition 
with men and for a full share in political work and conflict. 


Because anything that tends still further to divert the attention of women 
from the interests of the home and the care of the children would 
inflict the worse possible injury on the highest welfare of the nation. 
Municipal and social work provide an ample opportunity for the 
energies and interests of those women who remain unmarried or 
childless—opportunities which are still not fully appreciated by 
women who have the necessary time and public spirit. 


Grace Saxon Mnmu1s. 
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